Good Stewards

| learned pretty quickly after we joined you alite over three years ago that the celebration of
Earth Day has long been honored in this ecologigalhded congregation. Like many of you, |
remember the first Earth Day back in 1970 and testinued to be aware of how the day was
noted or not in the communities in which I've livetithought three years ago and still think that
Good Shepherd’'s communal interest in ecologicalesss yet another indication that we have a
good fit here between us.

So, I thought it was important to be able to beedblsay something germane during the week of
Earth Day and | was delighted to find a scriptuasgage that allows me to do so within our
study of | Peter. As you may have noticed, wekipgng chapter 3 for now, although I'm sure
we’ll look at it some other time. Chapter 3 cangs the themes in chapters 1 and 2 of honoring
others, or as Paul wrote, being “subject to ondlerg and of being willing to endure troubles

in the same manner as Jesus. As we turn to chépteough, Peter's emphasis shifts slightly,
from enduring trouble or mistreatment to givingugbuntarily some of the things that we might
think will bring us pleasure.

Peter’s call to Christians in this passage is ofothe example of Jesus in his spirit of self-
sacrifice and to live, not “by human desires buthmy/will of God.” Peter goes on to call those
hearing his letter to abandon the life common &dhlture around them, giving up
“licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revelsusarg, and lawless idolatry.” Now, while
those expressions of human desire are still verghnith us nearly two thousand years after
Peter’s letter to the new believers in Asia Mirian not harboring any delusions that those of us
who come to this place on Sunday morning are spgrttie rest of the week in revels and
carousing. So the question we need to addresmtinising is, “How does this passage relate to
us?” What human desires are we still pursuingdhabutside of God’s will? And how does
any of this relate to Earth Day and ecology?

To begin with, perhaps it's best to get back tadsaand to think about the positive case of how
God’s will relates to ecology. Some of us begaom@versation about the creation stories in
Genesis chapters 1 and 2 this past Wednesdayamgdhte read of God’s creation and how at
every step along the way, God looked at Creati@hcatled it “good” and ultimately, “very
good.” Genesis 2:15 tells us that God put the hhumt the garden, “to till it and keep it.” The
will of God from the very first was that the humstmould take care of the Earth. But almost
from the time the human was put into the gardemadrufailings negatively affected the beauty
of God’s creation. Those who told the stories ehésis linked the arrival of thorns and thistles
to human sin. Less poetically, we can point tallsmientific data today that shows humankind’s
baleful influence on the Earth and its creatu@eforestation and mountain top removal are
commonplace in the lumber, agriculture and minidustries, causing erosion, loss of habitat
for endangered species, and the destruction alemicro-ecosystems. The pollution of our air
and water are a continuing plague, brought abauotgsily by poor human choices. Even if we
were to follow the example of some of our co-r@mgsts and discount the scientific data which
links global climate change to human action, itesac that we, as a species, are not following the
will of God to properly tend our garden.

The question now becomes, “why?” Why are we nigleverything we can to stop and
reverse the environmental degradation for whicrareeclearly responsible? The answers may
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range from “it’s too expensive” to “it's inconvemi& or “I'm just one person; | can’t have an
impact.” But the real answer is tied to what Peteuld have called “human desires.” We live
in a society that values short-term economic gaer gsustainable ecological solutions, a society
that values personal convenience over global respiity, a society that has made idols of
wealth and pleasure. The human desires for theléasthe quick buck, pleasure taken at the
expense of another are every bit as degrading esimuttive to communal life as
“licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revelsusarg, and lawless idolatry” are to individual
health and just as much out of God’s will.

In his letter, Peter holds up a warning to furtimativate his readers to abandon an undisciplined
life: “The end of all things is near.” Based oe thitness of the New Testament writer$, 1
Century Christians clearly expected the imminenirreof Jesus, resulting in the final judgment
and the establishment of God’s Kingdom in the Neza¥én and New Earth. Most of us no
longer look for that sort of End of All Things implifetimes but we must begin to face the very
real possibility of the end of our lifestyles antat the 80s band R.E.M. called “The End of the
World as We Know It.” Our lifestyles are simplysustainable. Listen to these facts gathered
by Brian McLaren for his book, Everything Must Clgan‘For example, one-fifth of our

planet’s tropical rainforests have been clearedesir®60, and rainforests are currently receding
at 1 percent per year. According to Worldwatch.@rg are currently operating at one hundred
to one thousand times the normal extinction ratéclvmeans that today, one in four mammal
species, one in ten bird species, one in four abighispecies, one in five reptile species, and
half of all primate species are threatened witlinekbn, with 5 to 20 percent more in each
category falling to near threatened status. Inlakes, rivers, and oceans, fisheries are being
depleted at twice their replacement rate. Andakipg of water, by 2020, one in three people
will suffer from fresh water shortages.” In thisuntry, we comprise approximately 5 percent of
the world’s population, yet we use approximatelyp&dcent of the world’s resources. Michael
Helms, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church in Moultri@A, writes, “We should ask the question,
‘When have we used enough resources?™ It is atiquewe can trace back to the time of the
prophets. In a passage that might have been wfdteour time, Ezekiel 34:17-19 says, “As for
you, my flock, thus says the Lord God: ... Is it rabugh for you to feed on the good pasture,
but you must tread down with your feet the restair pasture? When you drink of clear water,
must you foul the rest with your feet? And mustatlyer sheep eat what you have trodden with
your feet, and drink what you have fouled with yteet?”

Like all good pastors, Peter doesn't just pointtbetproblem; he also offers the solution. “Be
hospitable to one another without complaining. Lgke®d stewards of the manifold grace of
God, serve one another with whatever gift eachooflyas received.” | want to say a few words
about hospitality before turning to the more expddbpic of stewardship.

Hospitality was and is a key virtue of the civilima of the Middle East. Indeed, it is perhaps
misleading to call it a virtue; it was an expedati In that day before superhighways and
Holiday Inns, travelers were dependent, like BlanBluBois, on the kindness of strangers.
Perhaps you remember Jesus’ parable about thelmdsewho was caught short by the arrival
of a guest and went to his neighbor for food withich to feed the traveler. In Jesus’ story, the
expectation is clearly that, even in the middl¢haf night, hospitality is not optional. Or you
may remember the story of Abraham, encamped aidke of Mamre. Seeing three travelers in
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the distance, he hurried out to them to invite theris tent for a meal and rest. It was only

after the meal that it became clear to him thaghissts were divine messengers. Status was not
a factor in hospitality. Nor was hospitality a étion of how full one’s pantry might be. Biblical
hospitality, the kind of hospitality still practiddy the poor in many parts of the world, is not a
hospitality of abundance but a generosity withrteessities of life, necessities for the host as
well as for the guest.

We are not often called upon, individually, to gree immediate hospitality. Rarely will a
footsore traveler arrive unannounced at the doauohomes. | do see them at the door to this
building and I think it's important that we contmto welcome those strangers with food and the
proceeds of our Benevolence Fund. But there ithenoextended kind of hospitality that it is
necessary for us to consider. We are often tald\raericans, that our national interests and
sphere of influence stretch far beyond our contimeshores. And, as citizens of the world in the
television and internet age, we are immediatelyneated to people we will never see in the
flesh. Since these things are so, we have bothliliéy and the responsibility to practice
hospitality to those far from our doors. It istopus to make sure that the policies of the
government which we elect and the corporationsviich we work or from whom we buy, treat
men and women far from us as honored guests ihausehold and not as those of no account,
to be ignored or exploited at will. When we rehdttthose at most risk from climate change are
the poor, we must remember that Jesus enjoingdllogvers to be especially hospitable to those
who could not repay them. And we must always reberthat hospitality implies a willingness
to do with less so that others may have what tleegn We must heed Peter’s admonition: “Be
hospitable to one another without complaining.”

Peter continues, “Like good stewards of the madifphce of God, serve one another with
whatever gift each of you has received.” We hasentblessed with abundance but God'’s gifts
are not meant to merely fulfill our selfish humagsnles. Instead, they are gifts meant to be
shared in service to one another. We are calledr® for and to share all that we have and all
that we are, even to our very lives. In her badhtamed Hospitality: Welcoming God and

Other Srangers, Elizabeth Newman writes, “Our lives are alwayisgof God; the divine spring
continuallysupplies what we need. There is never a time wheenam sit back and sa@hh,

now my life is mine.” Such a way of thinking dist®not only outives but more fundamentally
the nature of God, whose superabundgwihg never ceases because it lies at the he#&bdfs
triune identity.” Stewardship and hospitality cotogether as we tend our gardens,
metaphorical and actual, in order to share theywwedvith others.

To apply this calling of hospitality and stewargsto our present situation, to Earth Day 2008,
what practical steps can we take, as a churchanttlaviduals? The Baptist Center for Ethics
published this week a list from Kristina Brown, nster of community ministries and
communications at First Baptist Church in Murfremst) Tennessee: Ten Things You Can Do
Now:

“1.) Purchase canvas bags for your groceries. Tkl never remember to use them? Write at
the top of your grocery list each week "take bagésd, once you empty your groceries, put
them back in your car. Also, if you're just buyimige or two items that you can carry, skip the
bag altogether.
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2.) Sign up for a curbside recycling program. (Thatuch easier to do here than in many parts
of the country.)

3.) Expired Drugs/Prescriptions: Do NOT flush théawn the toilet, where they can end up in
our water supply. Dispose of them in the trashased containers.

4.) Personal Care Products: Avoid using any pradilnzt contain triclosan, phthalates or
parabens.

5.) Consider purchasing a hybrid vehicle. You magldy for a tax credit if you purchase it
before 2009. Your insurance company may also affentives such as discounts. Find out what
current incentives are available by goingwwow.hybridcenter.org(l would add to that, if you're
thinking of a hybrid SUV, stop kidding yourself.slhConnie what she found out about their
carbon footprints when she was researching camgl b&sides, how many of us really need that
much cargo or passenger capacity on a regulardasis

6.) Buy meat, dairy products and produce that egaroc, hormone-free and antibiotic free. Buy
coffee that is Fair Trade Certified, Certified Onga Shade Grown, or Rainforest Alliance
Certified. Try to buy locally grown produce and prai the Farmer's Market.

7.) Run your home more efficiently. When selectifepning products, avoid antibacterials,
aerosol cans, and fragrances. Baking soda andasimegke excellent cleaning agents for a
multitude of chores.

Replace all light bulbs with compact fluorescentbBuThey use 66 percent less energy and last
10 times longer. Replace your antiquated computaritor with a laptop or a LCD monitor, and
don't forget to cut them off when not in use.

Use a programmable thermostat that will allow yosdt the temperature for daytime and
evening comfort. It can save you as much as 2CGepéertyou reduce temperatures by 5-10
degrees.

Make sure your appliances all have the Energy&dification. Instead of replacing appliances
and other electronics, see if you can repair itt&aww.repairclinic.com to find parts and do-it-
yourself tips.

8.) Eliminate all those catalogs you receive. Gantow.catalogchoice.org to find and decline
catalogs you no longer wish to receive or to elatenduplicates.

9.) Recycle your clothes, furniture, computers|, pkbnes and musical instruments. This is the

time of year when we clean out our closets. Numgegencies have information on how and
where to put these items to good use.
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10.) Be kind to your yard. Cut back on fertilizarsd pesticides. Start a compost pile. Plant
native plants. Use organic products on your plagtch to manual or electric yard tools
instead of gas.”

“Don't forget the 3 R's,” she concludes, “Reducey$t or Recycle.” By the way, this list and
many other informative articles about the environt@d the Gospel can be found at
TheGreenBible.org, a website I've listed on thekbafcyour bulletin.

We are doing or can do some of these things asgregation, too. As we look at what kind of
alterations to make in our building, we should lieking of environmental impact. As we
consider new light fixtures, we should be thinkofgluorescent lamps or LEDs. Can we make
a switch to all Fair Trade, shade-grown coffeediar fellowship times? Will our new arboretum
be low-impact and sustainable? I'll be attendirana-day seminar on May 1 at Seattle Pacific
University entitled “Greening the Congregation:Vi#&edship as an Act of Worship” and | hope
to bring lots of good ideas back to you. I'm allsdouch with Earth Ministry, a faith-based
ecological non-profit here in Seattle, to find oubre about their program, “Greening
Congregations.” | hope to have more to tell yoawttboth very soon.

All of these things, of course, are relatively esgo in the Seattle area. We are blessed to live
in a place where the majority of people take thdrenment seriously. We are quite likely to
get brownie points from our neighbors both at h@me here on our campus for implementing
any or all of these steps. But even if they weffecdlt, even if we faced ridicule or persecution
for tending our garden, we should do it anyway. ak&eto be good stewards and to practice
hospitality, as Peter writes, “so that God may leeified in all things through Jesus Christ.”
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereufibte the Psalmist, and it is well for us to
remember that although God has gifted us with thenty of the Earth, it is still our
responsibility to tend and to keep the gardenforoburselves, but for God and in service to all
of God’s creation. For itis in service to oth#rat we will truly find the freedom from
destructive human desires and bring glory to Goduiiph Christ Jesus. “To him belong the
glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.”
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